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The mission of Keith Memorial United Methodist Church is to be a nurturing congregation, growing in faith and discipleship, 

witnessing to God’s work in our lives and our world and reaching out to others in service and love for Jesus Christ. 

H o ls t o n  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  U p d at e  
Nearly 1,950 lay and clergy members from 880 

churches, along with representatives from our 

conference camps, colleges, children's home 

and other agencies gathered June 11 - 14 at 

Lake Junaluska, N.C., for the 2017 session of 

the Holston Annual Conference. Keith Church 

was well represented by our lay members Rick 

Lay and Jennifer Walker, along with pastors Dave and Will. Jim 

Dodson and Sydney Varajon also attended as representatives 

from the Cleveland District. Judi Davis was on hand with the 

conference's credit union, and Harrison Hart attended some of 

the sessions with the conference youth council. Also, Erbin and 

Ruth Baumgardner were in attendance; Erbin is serving as 

supply pastor to Pleasant Grove UMC. 

 The theme of this year's was "Behold!" Drawing from the 

Lord's invitation in Revelation 3:20 – "Behold, I stand at the door 

and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come 

in to you and eat with you, and you with me.‖ The cover of the 

worship and report books featured photos of church doors from 

throughout the conference, including the center front door to 

Keith's sanctuary. Very different doors, but they all open up to 

invite all persons into a saving relationship with the same Lord 

and Savior and they all open out to send the church into the 

world in loving service in his name and spirit. 

 This year marks the 500
th
 anniversary of a particularly 

significant door. On October 31, 1517, a young monk by the 

name of Martin Luther nailed his list of 95 complaints against 

certain practices of the Catholic Church on the door of the parish 

church in Wittenberg, Germany. On Monday and Tuesday 

mornings, our good friend, the Rev. Dr. Sam Roberts, now 

retired from 30 years of teaching at Tennessee Wesleyan, 

delighted the conference with uproarious stories from his 

experiences in parish ministry as he reviewed the main points of 

Luther's theology and its influence on our Wesleyan Methodist 

heritage. Rick Lay purchased a copy of the DVDs of Sam's 

presentations if you or your Sunday school class would like to 

review them. They are well worth the watching! 

 We enjoyed inspiring worship together by a diverse  

ensemble of choirs. One service was led by a Hispanic worship   

      team from Sevierville. Another, Africana Live, was led  

 

by an Atlanta church. A trio of young sisters from the 

Concord church in Knoxville led the Tuesday morning 

worship, and Lauren Tally, a gospel singer from Morristown, 

sang Tuesday night. Tracy sang in the "come y'all" 

conference choir that sang at Monday's memorial service, 

where we remembered the lives of 55 clergy and  

their spouses. 

 We celebrated the mission and ministry of the 

conference locally and around the world. Thanks to all of you 

at Keith who contributed 50 backpacks full of school supplies 

toward a total of 556 kits collected from the Cleveland 

District, surpassing the district's goal of 400. A total of 8,344 

mission kits at an estimated amount of $211,112 were 

collected throughout the conference to support the ministries 

of the church in Liberia and Zimbabwe. Both Will and Dave 

ran again in the annual 5K that raised money for these 

missions. Maria and Bill Humbane, who are retiring from the 

Ishe Anesu school in Zimbabwe, were present Tuesday 

evening for the missions celebration.  

 We also conducted the necessary business of the 

conference. We approved a conference strategy team report 

that will reduce the number of districts from 12 to nine and 

will strengthen the connections among local churches and 

clergy. We approved a $9.07 million budget for 2018. We 

voted on five constitutional amendments from the 2016 

General Conference, and we approved resolutions regarding 

clergy vacations, immigration, the practice of communion, 

and the history of racial discrimination. We also received a 

report from a task force of bullying and harassment of clergy. 

 Twenty clergy entered into retirement, including former 

Keith pastor the Rev. Dennie Humphreys. We licensed 19 

local pastors and commissioned eight provisional members 

and four associate members for service in the conference. 

Jason Gattis, former Keith associate pastor, was named as 

the superintendent of the Maryville District. The Bishop fixed 

the pastoral appointments on Wednesday morning, and both 

Dave and Will are thrilled to continue to serve as Keith's 

pastors.  

 For more information on this year's annual conference, 

please visit ac.holston.org.  

http://ac.holston.org


For more information, or to get on a text-out or email list,  

please call or text Harrison at 507-7492. 

ministry  
Childrens 

’ 

✶ If you are interested in teaching or assisting with children’s 

Sunday School, let Pastor Dave know by calling 745-2612 or 

emailing dgraybeal@keithumc.org.  

►  Wednesday, July 5, 10 a.m.: Hike/Swim at the Ocoee  

 Whitewater Center 

►  Tuesday, July 11, Noon: Lunch at Jenkins 

►  Wednesday, July 12, 10 a.m.: Service project at  

 Coordinated Charities 

►  July 16 - 22: No Youth Activities 

►  Monday, July 24, 11 a.m.: Service project at  

 Grace & Mercy Ministries 

►  Tuesday, July 25, Noon: Lunch at Gondolier 

►  Wednesday, July 26, 10 a.m.: Hike/Swim at Bald River 

 Falls/Indian Boundary 

 YOUTH WEEK  

►  Monday, July 31, 11 a.m.: Laser Tag, Knoxville 

►  Tuesday, August 1, Noon: Lunch at Dairy Barn 

►  Wednesday, August 2, 10 a.m.: Lake Day 

►  Friday, August 4, 6:30 a.m.: Youth Theme Park Trip 

 

Visit YOUTH.KEITHUMC.ORG for more information and  

a complete schedule of upcoming events! 

Upcoming Youth Events 

Keith Youth  All Alone? 

Don’t be. God doesn’t want us to be all alone. He 

wants us to turn to others when things are 

bothering us. Stephen Ministers will walk with you 

through your troubles and be there for you when 

you need them. 

If you are seeking someone who will listen and know you can 

trust or know someone who is and would like more 

information on our Stephen Ministry and the encouragement 

we might provide to you or someone you know, please 

contact Pastor Dave at dgraybeal@keithumc.org or 745-2612. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Keith Memorial UMC seeks a part-time (20 hours/week) 
Director of Children’s Ministries to coordinate a 
dynamic and comprehensive children’s ministry program. 
Potential candidates should be enthusiastic, creative, and 
resourceful, with the ability to relate well with children 
from all backgrounds. Experience and a desire to partner 
with parents and volunteers to reach out to and engage 
children from infancy through fifth grade in the Christian 
faith and life of the church are required. Email 
dgraybeal@keithumc.org  to request more information or 
a complete job description, and to submit a resume. 

SEEKING: DIRECTOR OF  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Service  
Opportunities 

►Keith Church is seeking volunteers to assist with 

serving lunch for Remote Area Medical volunteers on 
Friday, July 7 at McMinn County High School. Volunteers 

need to be at the school and ready to serve by 10:30 a.m. If 

you are interested, you may sign up in the church office or 

contact Bev Stansell at (423) 829-4037. 

►Remote Area Medical (RAM) is seeking volunteers for 

its upcoming clinic on July 8 & 9. The clinic provides free, 

quality health care to those in need. Volunteers are needed 

to assist with all health care services, but also on Sunday, 

July 9
 
at

 
 2p.m., 35 volunteers are needed to help break-

down the Clinic at MCHS. Break-down includes moving 

desks/chairs in classrooms, stacking up tables and chairs in 

the gym, etc. Volunteers must be over 15 years old. To 

volunteer, please call Mary Brown at (423) 506-1404. For 

more information, visit ramusa.org/volunteer/. 

►If you are looking for a rewarding project, Nourish One 

Child has volunteer opportunities for you! 

Sign up to pack the food bags for the children who receive 

food as a part of the NOC ministry. This takes about  an 

hour on a Wednesday afternoon or evening.  

Volunteers are also needed to serve as food delivery 

drivers, which includes picking up carts of food bags from 

the church and dropping them off at the school every 

Thursday or Friday morning. 

To pack bags, call Connie Vincent at (731) 697-8119 or 

Carolyn Grimmett at (423) 745-7333, and to serve as a  

delivery driver, call Myra Patterson at (423) 462-4677. 

If you are interested in being a part of the 

Shepherding Ministry by serving as a shepherd for 

members of the Keith Church congregation, please 

call the church office at 745 - 2612. This ministry 

tends to the members of our congregation, or sheep, 

through daily prayer and regular communication. 

There will be a short meeting in August (date and time TBA) 

to answer any questions you may have and to assign your 

flock (four to five sheep). 

SHEPHERDING MINISTRY 

mailto:dgraybeal@keithumc.org
mailto:dgraybeal@keithumc.org
http://ramusa.org/volunteer/


News 
Make plans to take part in these upcoming events ... 

» UMW Executive Committee Meeting, August 8, 1 p.m.,  

 Conference Room 
  

Join us at the monthly meeting of any of our five Circles: 

Catherine Keith ........................ Second Monday, 10:30 a.m. 

Dana Higgins ............................. Second Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. 

Jewell ............................................... Second Monday, Noon 

Susanna Wesley .......................... Second Tuesday, 10 a.m. 

The Sisterhood ............................ Fourth Monday, 6:30 p.m. 

) ( ______ THANK YOU 
Members and Staff of Keith Church, 

Thank you all very much for your May 31 gift of $1500 to 

Coordinated Charities! We continue to use support from 

people like you to help our neighbors and answer needs in 

McMinn County. Thanks, in part, to your gift we were able to 

pay a deposit for a lady so she could secure housing through 

the Athens Housing Authority and end her homelessness 

situation today. 

I am excited to report to you about all that we have been 

blessed to accomplish so far this year. Our fiscal year will end 

in June and begin again July 1. Over the last 11 months we 

have met, counseled, and assisted households here in 

McMinn County on 1,427 occasions. In the work of preventing 

power shut-offs, evictions and a host of other situations from 

emergency motel stays to car parts, we have helped our 

neighbors financially by disbursing $96,215.84 of aid and 

relief—more than we have ever been able to provide before in 

our history! Concerning food and grocery assistance, we have 

distributed 4,096 packages of groceries, goods, and 

emergency food—approximately 36,945 pounds! All of this 

aid has impacted approximately 2,259 adults and 1,086 

children, totaling 3,348 of our neighbors. 

Please remember my staff and me in your prayers as we 

often meet people who are in need of more important things 

than stuff or material goods. Sometimes we are introduced to 

situations that we can come up with no good answer to. Pray 

for us as we meet and talk to people. 

With Gratitude, 

Kevin Lane, Executive Director of Coordinated Charities 

Be a part of these UMM activities and events ...  

 Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 8 a.m., Tuesday, July 25, 

Shoney’s of Athens 

For more information, call Terry Ulm at 744-8120 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

Memorials & Honorariums  
IN MEMORY OF … 

Greg Whitlock, Ray Whitlock  

& Kim Altstatt 

Celebration Camp 

Susanna Wesley Circle  

The names of members and friends listed made contributions 

to the fund specified in memory or honor of those whose 

names are listed in bold. 

IN HONOR OF … 

Buddy Biddle 

Coordinated Charities 

Susan & Hal Buttram 

It was a great week at Hero Central VBS with more than 70 children attending this 

week of fun and learning. We are grateful for our adult and youth volunteers who 

make this event possible, and successful, each year—THANK YOU! 



Stay up to date on all Keith News & Events by finding us here ...  

423 -745 -2612    www.ke i thumc.org     Ke i thUMC  A B V  

STEWARDSHIP 
“I will be loyal to the United Methodist Church and uphold it with 

my prayers, my presence, my gifts, my service and my witness.” 

With our Prayers: With our Presence: 
Sunday School:   123    104    105 

Sanctuary Worship:  151    150    143 

The Gathering:               129    144    149 

Total Worship:   280    294     292 

June 11  June 18 June 25 
Please remember members of our community who 

struggle with addiction of all types, as well as their 

friends and family members. 

 July 9 July 16 July 23 July 30 

Acolytes 

8:30: Cameron Zemer 

10:35: Sarah Thomas 

           Regan Warner 

8:30: McCall Willis 

10:35: Tony Hulslander 

           TBA 

8:30: TBA 

10:35: Jaylin Coffie 

           Michael Pledge 

8:30: Regan Warner 

10:35: Cooper Willhite 

            Rachel Willhite 

2s, 3s & 4s  

Nursery 
Indhira Hulslander Kelly Montooth Helen Stephens Margaret Rector 

Children’s Church LeAnn Liner Veliska Thomas Lea Ann Arbuthnot Kelly Borwick 

Greeters 

The Gathering 

Shawna Hart 

Tim Womac 
Joy & David Rymer Hulslander Family Lingerfelt Family 

8:30 a.m. 

Ushers 

Michael Mayfield 

Bill Tindell 

C. H. Wilson 

Myron McCleary 

Chan Patrick 

Murray Willis 

Bob Miller 

Chuck Liner 

10:35 a.m.  

Ushers 

Jack Underdown 

Robert Miller 

Terry Ulm 

Jeff Zabo 

Richard Leamon 

Stuart Sullins 

Mike Bevins 

Harold Masengil 

Chris Liner 

Tom Hamilton 

Ben Riden 

Rob Davis 

Ronnie Vinson 

Cary Davis 

Hal Buttram 

George Cinci 

David Ray 

Trey Sullins 

Donut Church 
July:  

  Horizons Class  

August:  

  Adult Bible Class  

September:  

  Wesley Class  

October:  

  Parlor Class  

UMW Gift Card 

Sales 

July:  

  Dana Higgins 

August:  

  Susanna Wesley 

September:  

  Catherine Keith 

October:  

  Sisterhood 

Altar Guild 

July:  

  Sue Thompson 

  Faye Morris 

August:  

  Martha Woods 

  Sherry Vinson 

September:  

  Janette Amos 

  Cindy Fogleman 

October:  

  Michelle Crafton 

  Patty Snyder 

Pew Keepers 
July:  

  Helen Stephens 

August:  

  Susanna Wesley Circle 

September:  

  Joy Rymer 

October:  

  Myra Patterson 

With our Service: 

With our Gifts:  
2014 - 2016 YTD Average (May) 2017 YTD  (May) 

Receipts  $290,994 $337,823 

Expenses $287,854 $298,154 



Calendar of Events: July 2017 
Sunday, July 2 

8:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service 

9:15 a.m. Donut Church 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:35 a.m. Combined Worship Service, The Gathering 

6 p.m. Youth at the Park 
 

Tuesday, July 4 

Church office closed in observance of Fourth of July holiday 
 

Wednesday, July 5 

10 a.m. Youth Hike/Swim—Ocoee Whitewater Center 

4 p.m. Prayer Group 

6 p.m. “Making Sense of the Bible” Study, Ensminger Hall 
 

Thursday, July 6 

8 a.m.  Yoga, Sunday School Room 
 

Friday, July 7 

9 a.m. TOPS Weight Management Program, Young Adult SS Room 

Noon Al-Anon 
 

Sunday, July 9 

8:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service 

9:15 a.m. Donut Church 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:35 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service 

10:35 a.m. Modern Worship Service  
 

Monday, July 10 

10:30 a.m. Catherine Keith Circle 

6 p.m. Adult Fellowship, Ensminger Hall 
 

Tuesday, July 11 

8 am.  Yoga, Sunday School Room 

10 a.m. KCA Parent’s Day Out 

Noon Youth Lunch Bunch at Jenkins 

7 p.m. Al-Anon 
 

Wednesday, July 12 

10 a.m. Book Club, Conference Room 

10 a.m. Youth Service Project at Coordinated Charities 

4 p.m.  Prayer Group 

6 p.m. “Making Sense of the Bible” Study, Ensminger Hall 
 

Thursday, July 13 

8 a.m.  Yoga, Sunday School Room 

10 a.m. KCA Parents Day Out 
 

Friday, July 14 

9 a.m. TOPS Weight Management Program, Young Adult SS Room 

Noon Al-Anon 
 

Sunday, July 16 

8:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service 

9:15 a.m. Donut Church 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:35 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service 

10:35 a.m. Modern Worship Service  
 

 

Tuesday, July 18 

8 am.  Yoga, Sunday School Room 

10 a.m. KCA Parent’s Day Out 

7 p.m. Al-Anon 
 

Wednesday, July 19 

4 p.m.  Prayer Group 

6 p.m. “Making Sense of the Bible” Study, Ensminger Hall 
 

Thursday, July 20 

8 a.m.  Yoga, Sunday School Room 

10 a.m. KCA Parents Day Out 
 

Friday, July 21 

9 a.m. TOPS Weight Management Program, Young Adult SS Room 

Noon Al-Anon 
 

Sunday, July 23 

8:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service 

9:15 a.m. Donut Church 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:35 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service 

10:35 a.m. Modern Worship Service  
 

Monday, July 24 

11 a.m. Youth Service Project at Grace & Mercy 
 

Tuesday, July 25 

8 am.  Yoga, Sunday School Room 

8 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Shoney’s 

10 a.m. KCA Parent’s Day Out 

Noon Youth Lunch Bunch at Gondolier 

7 p.m. Al-Anon 
 

Wednesday, July 26 

10 a.m. Youth Hike/Swim at Bald River Falls/Indian Boundry 

4 p.m. Prayer Group 

6 p.m. “Making Sense of the Bible” Study, Ensminger Hall 
 

Thursday, July 27 

8 a.m.  Yoga, Sunday School Room 

10 a.m. KCA Parents Day Out 
 

Friday, July 28 

9 a.m. TOPS Weight Management Program, Young Adult SS Room 

Noon Al-Anon 
 

Sunday, July 30 

8:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service 

9:15 a.m. Donut Church 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:35 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service 

10:35 a.m. Modern Worship Service  
 

Monday, July 31 

11 a.m. Youth Laser Tag in Knoxville 



News & Notes 
JOIN TRAVELING SENIORS FOR A TRIP TO THE ARK 

The Traveling Seniors are planning a trip to the Noah's Ark and 

Creation Museum in Williamstown, Ky., on Wednesday August 16 

through Thursday, August 17. The cost for both and one meal at the 

Ark is $55 for ages 60 and up and $70 for ages 59 and under. The 

hotel fee is $90 for two double beds with a free continental breakfast. 

To reserve your seat on the bus and hotel room, you need to pay the 

hotel fee of $90 (please make checks payable to Keith Memorial 

UMC) to Cindy Mishtal by July 10. The other fees are due on July 16. 

 

DATE CHANGE FOR HOLY LAND TRIP  

If you’ve ever dreamed of visiting the Holy Land, we’d love to 

have you travel with us! Our 2018 pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

has now been scheduled for a January 29 departure (please 

make note of the change from the originally scheduled date).  

The 10-day Holy Land Gold Standard tour ($2997) will be from 

January 29 to February 7. The four-day optional extension 

including Jordan and Petra ($1389) will return February 11.  

Contact Pastor Dave or visit www.sbsedu.org for more 

information on the itinerary, the group we are traveling with 

(The Society for Biblical Studies), and to register. Pastor Dave 

has already submitted his registration.  

Please share this information with others who may be 

interested in traveling to the Holy Land with us. It will 

immeasurably enrich your faith and the way you read and 

study the Bible! 

 

JOIN A NEW WEIGHT LOSS SUPPORT GROUP 

Join a new weight loss support group—TOPS: Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly, at Keith Church. If you want to learn how to 

eat healthy and lose weight, TOPS is for you. The group 

meets each Friday with weigh-ins from 9:30 - 10 a.m. in the 

Young Adults Sunday School room. Men, women and teens of 

all ages are welcome to attend. TOPS annual membership fee 

is $32 and the Chapter’s monthly fee is $5. Weigh-ins are 

confidential. For more information call Meri Lyn B. Kyle at 

(423) 599-5665. 

 

GIVE TO WOMEN AT THE WELL SPECIAL OFFERING 

The month of July is Women at the Well’s annual $1 for ONE 

fundraiser, which asks local congregations and businesses to 

donate one dollar for one student who is currently a part of the 

program. On Sunday, July 16 Keith Church will collect a 

special offering to benefit this fundraiser. Please place your 

donation in an offering envelope or include ―Women at the 

Well‖ on the memo line of your check. Women at the Well is a 

residential ministry for women with life-controlling problems 

that works to break the cycle of addiction through learning and 

obedience to the word of God. 

DONATE TO THE JEWEL CIRCLE RUMMAGE SALE 

The Jewel Circle Rummage Sale is back! This year’s sale will 

take place Thursday, August 31 and Friday, September 1. 

Times will be announced. Donations may be dropped off in the 

Activity Center beginning Monday, August 28 at 9 a.m. 

Donations will be accepted only during the week of the sale 

(August 28 - 31). Please remember that all items should be in 

working/usable condition. Also, clothing donations will not be 

accepted for the sale. All clothing donations should be taken to 

Coordinated Charities. Accepted items include: 

 Household/kitchen items 

 Furniture 

 Small appliances 

 Electronics 

 Books and movies 

 Toys 

 Sporting goods 

 Home décor 

 Baby items 

If you have questions or need additional information, please 

call the church office at 745-2612.  

 

HOST AN EXCHANGE STUDENT 

International Student Exchange, a nonprofit educational 

organization, is seeking host families for the 2017 - 2018 

academic school year. If you are interested in hosting an 

exchange student in your home, or know someone who is, 

please contact Starr Brown, International Student Exchange 

Representative, at (855) 704-3342 or (423) 887-4990. 

Learn more about what Camp Lookout has to offer children 

who are rising 1st graders through rising 12th graders! Spots 

are still available each week of camp this summer. 

Visit www.camplookout.com  

for more information! 

http://www.sbsedu.org

